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It’s been proven time and
time again - GREAT THINGS
come from employee
suggestions! The staff at
SAVE were asked to submit
ideas for a clever name for
our newsletter. And the
winner is...Sara Carlen.
We love her submission The Paw Print Post!

MY FIRST MONTHS AT SAVE HAVE BEEN
INCREDIBLY REWARDING. We celebrated Ricci
going home on her two- year anniversary, the arrival of
five dogs from Hurricane Harvey rescue efforts, and our
foster program has saved the lives of scores of kittens!
It has been a pleasure meeting and getting to know
many of the dedicated volunteers, staff and supporters
of SAVE. Several people have asked me why I left a
successful career in the pharmaceutical industry. I left my
career in pursuit of purpose. I am passionate about the
plight of homeless animals having had pets all my life and
was raised to believe they are family. Being a part of the
solution in my spare time as a donor, volunteer and foster
was no longer enough. I wanted to dedicate myself to
the cause full time and am so fortunate to now feed this
passion every day in my work at SAVE. And I’m not
the only one. I am awed and inspired by the dedication,
flexibility, and sheer love that I witness on a continual
basis here at SAVE. Our staff pour their hearts and souls
into every activity necessary to ensure the care, safety, and
well-being of our homeless animals in residence. Our
committed volunteers can be seen on our campus daily;
we are so proud to also consider them a part of our family.
Some animal loving people find it hard to visit an
animal shelter. After all, it is filled with homeless animals.
But I don’t see it that way. I see it as a place of love and
hope. I am reminded by this quote from Kurt Vonnegut:
“Be soft. Do not let the world make you hard. Do not let
pain make you hate. Do not let the bitterness steal your
sweetness. Take pride that even though the rest
of the world may disagree, you still believe
it to be a beautiful place.”

Every day at SAVE is an inspiration and an opportunity to make the world the beautiful place we want
it to be. I hope our newsletter brings you hope and
the desire to join us in being a part of the solution.
Adopt, volunteer, donate – together we can make a
difference. HOPE is a four-legged word!
Heather is Executive Director of
SAVE, A Friend to Homeless
Animals. Before joining the organization in June 2017, she had a career
spanning 20-years in the pharmaceutical industry. With 12 years of people
management experience, Heather
is adept at bringing cross-functional
teams and initiatives to success. A
life-long animal lover, volunteer and
foster, Heather has adopted a cat and
dog from SAVE and is dedicated to
the cause of animal welfare.

Heather Achenbach
Executive Director of
SAVE, A Friend to
Homeless Animals.
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E-mail: Admin@SaveHomelessAnimals.org
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Happy Tails
A TRUE LOVE STORY

17,520 HOURS. 730 DAYS. 104 WEEKS. TWO
YEARS. That’s how long it took for Ricci to

find her forever family, and for this lucky girl,
it was worth the wait.
Ricci is a beautiful hound mix that came
to SAVE on August, 22, 2015 from Tennessee
when she was about one year-old. Being a
hound mix, she loves playing, running, sniffing,
chasing, eating grass – basically doing things
dogs love to do. Over time at the shelter, Ricci
developed some behaviors that proved challenging.The good news is the Kennel staff at SAVE,
led by Sue Carroll, are excellent at training and
committed to working with dogs to correct
these behaviors so that they find loving homes.
Fast forward to August 2017. Ricci’s two-year
anniversary at the shelter was approaching and
she had yet to be adopted. On a beautiful Sunday
August afternoon, Zach Weale convinced his
girlfriend, Samantha (Sam) to join him at the
shelter to walk dogs.They walked four dogs and
were about to leave when Zach made eye contact with Ricci. Sue agreed to let him walk her
after fully disclosing some of the challenges he
might face. His first experience was nothing but
positive. He found that she walks perfectly on a
leash and listened to him really well. After coming back each day for a week to take her on long

walks, he fell in love! Two years to the day that
Ricci arrived at the shelter, she left with Zach for
her forever home! Ricci is now Riley and she
is loving her new life. Zach shared that she has
perfected the bike ride, her favorite new exercise.
He has to be on the lookout for squirrels, but she
absolutely loves running alongside the bike.
Zach is so happy that they took a leap of
faith with Riley and has never once regretted
bringing her home. He credits everyone at
SAVE who took such great care of her and
invested in her.
Zach says, “All Riley wants to do is show
love and be loved. She has been an absolute
dream and I think it’s because she realizes she
has a forever home.

Cat Castles - A Foster Story

Pet foster parents, Elisabeth and Stephan Fueglistaler created
a special world of homemade kitten castles for their foster
cats from SAVE. Constructed from cardboard and wood,
Stephan made the structures especially for mom cat Furiosa,
and her five kittens- Bilbo, Froda, Mali, Pippin and Sam.
Every evening, before retiring for the night, Elisabeth and
Stephan sit next to the kitten pen, relaxing by watching the
antics of kittens tumbling and playing in the castles made
just for them. It was so much fun that the Fueglistaler’s
adopted both Mali and Pippin. Lucky kitties!
THANK YOU to all the foster parents who provide
such loving care to cats and dogs while they wait for
their forever homes.
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Montgomery High
School Student Starts
“PAWS FOR READING”
program at SAVE
Dana Schaar, a senior at Montgomery High
School, initiated a wonderful ‘PAWS for Reading’
program at SAVE last February. Her original mission was to help socialize cats for a better chance
of adoption, but discovered along the way that
humans benefit as much as the cats.
PAWS for Reading is a program designed to enrich the lives of the homeless animals in residence
at SAVE. Reading to the animals makes them feel
more comfortable with people and reduces their
anxiety, which in turn will make them more adoptable. Cats and dogs are great listeners!

Left to right are EMILY STI
LLITANO, MYRA THE
DOG,
DANA SCHAAR, SOPH
IE SIMMS

Dana started with a ‘paws on the ground’
campaign to promote humane education and
encourage young people to visit the shelter and
learn more about homeless animals through ‘PAWS
for Reading’. She created flyers, posters, sent out
e-mails and got approval from the Montgomery
School District to promote ‘PAWS for Reading’ on
the school district website. Eight students signed
up for the first session, but the word quickly spread.
Originally, ‘PAWS for Reading’ was scheduled oncea-month, but due to the increasing interest, sessions
are now held at the SAVE shelter twice a month.
Many parents tell us that PAWS for Reading is
a great opportunity to improve the reading ability
of their younger children. Children who may
struggle with reading skills have an opportunity
to read aloud to a nonjudgmental audience of
cats & dogs while
they develop both
confidence and a
deeper sense of
empathy by helping
a homeless animal. It’s
a relaxing experience and fun
to see youngsters settle in for a
quiet read, petting a cat or dog
and sharing their favorite story.

AT SAVE - HOPE and LOVE

Seniors for Seniors –
Good Things Come
in Small Packages

are four-legged words

Weighing in at 2.5 lbs,Taco is an eight
year-old Chihuahua with a big heart
who made his way to SAVE on July 14,
2017. Poor Taco didn’t know what to
make of the whole situation, and so he
let everyone know he wasn’t a happy
camper. The kennel staff knew they
needed to find him a home quickly.
Luckily for Taco, SAVE’s Executive
Director, Heather Achenbach has a soft
spot for little furry friends under 10 lbs, so Taco
was right up her alley. She brought him to her
home for the evening but her dogs weren’t
exactly on board, so a neighbor offered to
keep Taco for the night.The next day, Heather
had lunch with friends and she told them she
thought Taco would be a perfect fit for their
retired parents.The rest, as they say, is history.
Connie and Tony Garofalo agreed to foster
Taco for the weekend to see if they would
get along, but it was love at first sight. One
week after Taco arrived at SAVE, he was in
a loving forever home. A true “seniors for
seniors” love match.

Thank you to all the generous donors who already contributed to our Annual Appeal. Your donation makes it
possible for SAVE to provide the animals in residence at
the shelter with outstanding care, compassion and a second chance for love and life. There is still time to make a
tax-deductible donation for 2017.

Left to right are TONY GA
ROFALO, CONNIE
GAROFALO AND TAC
O

Connie Garofalo says,“Taco is everything
to us. He is truly a miracle and we love him
so much!” She and her husband never realized
that their lives could change so much for the
better, but with Taco it has. One of the biggest
changes they have experienced since bringing
Taco home is that they never go out anymore
because they want to stay home with him!
Connie’s advice for anyone considering
adopting a senior dog?
“Don’t hesitate! It’s so nice to feel needed
and have a purpose again. Don’t miss out of
the chance of a lifetime finding your furry
friend.Thank you SAVE for giving us this gift.”

Best Friends National Conference

SAVE staff and volunteers attended the ‘Best Friends’
conference in Atlantic City this year. The conference
brought like-minded people together, including some
of the nation’s leading and cutting-edge authorities
in animal welfare, to share strategies and exchange
ideas. SAVE is committed to ongoing
professional development for staff in order
to learn new skills, understand national shelter trends, and
continue to deliver a high standard of care for homeless
animals. The conference was a great opportunity to learn
how we can all work together to bring the country to no-kill
by 2025. And it was an amazing opportunity to be a part of
something groundbreaking. The conference was presented
by Maddie’s Fund.

Become a SAVE Sustaining Monthly Member
You can help support homeless animals all year round.
When you become a SAVE Sustaining Member, you will
join a special dedicated group of people reaching out
each month to provide ongoing food, shelter, medical
care and hope to homeless animals.
$10 a month = 5 cans of dog food.
$20 a month = Leukemia/FIV testing for one kitten or cat.
All felines at SAVE are tested.
$30 a month = Microchip and lifelong registration for
one animal.
$50 a month = Complete set of vaccinations for one dog.
Matching Gifts
Your company can increase the impact of your gift dollar-for-dollar and you can inspire other fellow employees to
do the same. Don’t forget to ask your employer if they will
match your charitable contributions.
If your employer participates in a matching gift program, ask for the proper forms and procedures. Fill in
the required information and send the form along with
your gift to SAVE. We will process the paperwork for the
matching gift. We are happy to answer any questions and
assist you in filling out the paperwork.
Please e-mail Admin@savehomelessanimals.org with
any questions or assistance. Thank you!
SAVE is a non-profit exempt organization under section
501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code;
EIN # 22-6082741.
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SAVE partners with HSUS

SAVE partnered with The Humane Society of the United
States to host Standing Up for Animals -Town Hall event
in the SAVE conference room. Brian Hackett, HSUS New
Jersey State Director, presented an engaging discussion
about how to further help animals in your community.
“Turning Compassion into Action”
609-309-5214 / www.SaveHomelessAnimals.org
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