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SATO PROJECT DOGS

Ayako Yoshikawa, SAVE’s new Development Assistant and Bookkeeper, was only at
her new job a few weeks when she fell in
love with Patch and immediately adopted
this endearing hound. At 1 year old, he is
full of boundless but gentle energy and
is learning new skills every day. Patch is
Ayako’s constant companion and just can’t
wait to make new friends. He is one very
fortunate dog indeed since he arrived at
SAVE as part of the SATO project.
The Sato Project is
dedicated to rescuing
abused and abandoned
dogs in Puerto Rico,
locally referred to as “satos”. Since its inception
in 2011, The Sato Project has largely focused

its efforts on a place unfortunately known
as “Dead Dog Beach” in the municipality
of Yabucoa, one of the Island’s poorest. As
its name states, it is usually a last resting
place for dogs, and it is not a happy one.
No dog walks to Dead Dog Beach - it is at
the end of a long road with no residences they are dumped there. There is no food or
fresh water on the beach. We are the dogs’
only source of food, fresh water, and most
importantly, love, on a daily basis.
Since the devastation of Hurricane Maria, The Sato Project has evacuated
over 1,400 dogs to safety and is
working to keep families with their
beloved pets, and to help the many
animals left behind in the storm’s
aftermath.
SAVE has recently provided
sanctuary and homes for 20 SATO
dogs at the time of this printing.
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OVER THE SUMMER, I CELEBRATED MY
ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY AS EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF SAVE. Working in animal welfare
day to day is unpredictable and challenging, but there
are always more ups than downs and every life saved
is a celebration that leaves an indelible stamp on my
heart. I feel blessed every day to lead SAVE, A Friend
to Homeless Animals and its mission.
In 2017, SAVE adopted approximately 50 more
animals than we did the previous year for a total of
534. We started 2018 on a mission of growth with an
eye towards greater impact in saving homeless animals,
while maintaining a focus on our continued sustainability. To save more lives, we are exploring ways to
tell our story in new and better ways, to make new
friends and to strengthen our organizational commitment to community stewardship and extend beyond
the greater Princeton area. SAVE has added a 6th
town for animal boarding services in support of the
lost and stray animals of South Brunswick and have
forged new relationships with multiple shelters within
the state of NJ to accept transfers. In addition to our
existing relationships with several rescues in the southern states, SAVE is now a St. Hubert’s Animal Welfare
WayStation Partner, a program that is connecting shelters in the Northeast who have both the capacity and
the potential adopters to accept animals from overburdened organizations where lower population density
and a lack of affordable, accessible spay/neuter services

result in homeless dog
numbers that far exceed available homes.
We are excited to
report that the shelter
is on track to adopt
600 animals in 2018
and we have our sights
on providing forever
homes for 1000 animals per year by 2020
with a continued focus
on the quality and care
of each adoption.
Heather Achenbach
Each cat and dog
Executive Director of SAVE,
that comes through
A Friend to Homeless Animals.
our doors has a cost
associated. As we increase our capacity, we increase
our costs, not including our general operating costs
and routine maintenance. SAVE could not do what
we do without the kindness and generosity of the
caring community in which we live.
I hope you find this newsletter informative and inspiring about the work we do every
day at SAVE. Adopt, volunteer,
foster, donate – together we can
make a difference. The journey to
a forever home starts with YOU!

SAVE Earns Coveted 4-Star
Rating From Charity Navigator
SAVE’s strong financial health and commitment to accountability and
transparency has earned it a 4-star rating from Charity Navigator,
America’s largest independent charity evaluator. This is the first time
that SAVE has earned this top distinction.
Since 2002, Charity Navigator has awarded only the most fiscally
responsible organizations a 4-star rating. Accountability & Transparency metrics, which account for 50 percent of a charity’s overall rating, reveal which charities operate in
accordance with industry best practices and whether they are open with their donors and stakeholders.
SAVE’s exceptional 4-star rating sets it apart from its peers and demonstrates its trustworthiness to the public,” according to Michael Thatcher, President & CEO of Charity Navigator. “Only a quarter of charities rated by
Charity Navigator receive the distinction of our 4-star rating. This adds SAVE, A Friend to Homeless Animals
to a preeminent group of charities working to overcome our world’s most pressing challenges. Based on its
4-star rating, people can trust that their donations are going to a financially responsible and ethical charity
when they decide to support SAVE.
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Creative Young People

FUNDRAISING FOR SAVE
Young friends of SAVE have surprised us with inspirational and motivating ways to help the homeless animals at SAVE. These young philanthropists have made
a big difference in the lives of many cats and dogs. We
are delighted to share a few stories of young people
who have made a big positive impact at our shelter.

Happy Tails

Mending Murdock

Sometimes an animal is brought to SAVE and manages to immediately win everyone’s special
love and affection. Such is the case with a brave little six-week young black kitten. He was found
by Stephen and Georgiana Weingart sitting in the middle of a road in Skillman.. He would not
move, perhaps too frightened or unaware of his precarious position. Not knowing what to do,
the Weingarts called Stephen’s sister, Susan Moran and she jumped right in her car with a pair of
gloves, picked the kitten up and took him home for the night.This little ball of fluff was lucky. It
turns out that he was born with eyes that did not develop correctly and both so infected he has
permanently lost the ability to see.
Susan called Stan Kosinski, the Montgomery Animal Control Office, who immediately
took the kitten to Home Care Vet who checked him out and then brought him to SAVE.
Once at SAVE, this precious black kitten was fed and loved and began playing, exploring
and snuggling with everyone! Murdock, who does not behave as if he has any handicap at
all, was named after a blind character in “Daredevil” comics by foster mom and new Assistant Shelter Manager, Alison Grolemund. Alison said, “He doesn’t know any other way of
life and loves car rides, walking in a harness outdoors, visiting Petco and playing with little
stuffed toys”. With mighty navigation whiskers and a heightened sense of hearing and
smell, he is an energetic, playful fellow. Murdock will have surgery to remove both eyes a worthwhile procedure to ensure his quality of life now and into the future.

The Story of Ethan

Every rescue and adoption is special to us at
SAVE but sometimes an animal just tugs at
your heart in an extraordinary way. That’s what
happened to Jill Van Tuyl, SAVE’s new Director
of Operations, when she met Ethan and became
his champion. It took one look into his soulful
brown eyes for Jill to make sure that this gentle
giant would get a second chance at life and in
a loving forever home. Ethan was brought to
SAVE from a high volume inner city shelter in
New Jersey in danger of euthanasia due to lack
of time and space. Ethan was indeed
lucky to meet Jill and he was SAVED!
Paul Geller also felt that special kinship with Ethan and adopted him in
August. “Ethan is living the “life of
Reilly” and will continue to for the
rest of his life. He has adjusted to his
new home, exercises hard three times
a day and is loved beyond his wildest
dreams. Ethan is a true ‘Gentleman and
a Scholar’.”
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Save Alumni in Their Forever Homes

So many wonderful people have adopted a cat or dog this year and we love hearing from
SAVE families with updates and images of happy tails! When you adopt a pet from a shelter,
you are not saving one life but two: the pet you take home and the pet who takes their place.
Jerry (third from the
left, formerly Stitch) –
has a whole family
of playmates. He
wasadopted by Tracy
and Tim Frasher.

The Book
Thieves
A group of
students, calling
themselves The
Book Thieves,
met in school
and put their
creative writing
skills to work for homeless
animals by writing stories and selling them to other
students and parents. They donated all the proceeds to
SAVE! We give these caring and generous young people an A+. Thank you to Lucy, Stephen, Andrew, Alexis,
Ryan, Aidan, Nick, Ally, Victoria, Jade, Josie and Eva.

PEPPER (formerly Sapphire) – adopted
by Danielle Gaines and Jeremy Perlman
“My wife and I were so impressed with
the staff and the facility and are so happy we were able to adopt SAVE!

Alexandra Janiszewski, Ellie Badros,
and Charlotte
Janiszewski (L to
R), operated a
lemonade stand
that raised $147
in revenue, all
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SAVE. It’s their third
summer of running this lemonade stand. Also participating in the fundraiser was Tory Badros. How sweet is that?

Girl Scouts Make and Donate Cozy Kitty
Blankets
Girl Scout Troop
60487 created 125
homemade cat blankets for SAVE. The
beautiful blankets
will provide cozy
comfort for our
kitties. The scouts
also donated dog
and cat food as
Left to right are MEGHANA
well as treats. The
PATURU, SANYA RAO,
project earned
SUSANNA WEISS
them the Girl Scout
Silver Award - the highest award for a Girl Scout Cadette.
Congratulations!
[L to R] Meghana Paturu, Sanya Rao, Susanna Weiss.
[Not shown-Priya Ramakrishnan]

ANNIE (Formerly Carly) – Living the
comfy life with her sibling Max (also
a SAVE alum)! Annie was adopted by
Jim and Carolyn Barnshaw.

THEIA – at her favorite bird-watching
post. Adopted Mom, Jan Logan said,
“Theia is a very, very happy cat. She
loves to dash around when she’s not
sitting my lap. Thank you all for helping me to adopt this precious girl!”

Thank you to all the generous donors who
support SAVE in many ways during the year. Your
gifts, time and donations make it possible for
SAVE to provide the animals in residence at the
shelter with outstanding care, compassion and a
second chance for love and life.
Please Consider Becoming a SAVE
Sustaining Monthly Member
When you become a SAVE Sustaining Member,
you join a special dedicated group of people
committed to providing ongoing food, shelter,
medical care and hope to homeless animals all
year long.

CHIP – just one day
after adoption and
he’s settling in comfortably in his new
home. This pup was
adopted by Theodore and Joanne
Hardgrove.

MOE – this beautiful cat made himself

Lemonade
Stands

The Journey to a Forever
Home Starts with You!

right at home with
his adopted Dad
Nick Libassi. “He
loves to cuddle and
is an angel- with a
devilish streak”!
TOMMY – adopter
Barrie Royce said,
“I want to thank the
Team at SAVE for all
they do in support of
animals, and for the
effort the people put
into helping me adopt
a wonderful cat to
take the place of a twelve-year old pet companion who died just
over a month ago. In particular, I am most grateful for the deep
care and kindness of your volunteer Val, who showed remarkable insight and consideration in finding the perfect match for
me. It was love at first sight”.

You can help support homeless animals all
year round with a gift of any amount.
$10 a month = 5 cans of dog food.
$25 a month = Leukemia/FIV testing for one
kitten or cat. All felines at SAVE
are tested.
$50 a month = Complete set of vaccinations for
one dog.
$100 a month = Covers one spay/neuter for cat
or dog.
Does Your Company Have a Matching Gifts
Program?
Your company can increase the impact of your
gift dollar-for-dollar and you can inspire other
fellow employees to do the same. Don’t forget to
ask your employer if they will match your charitable contributions. If your employer participates in
a matching gift program, ask for the proper forms
and procedures. Fill in the required information
and send the form along with your gift to SAVE.
We will process the paperwork for the matching
gift. We are happy to answer any questions and
assist you in filling out the paperwork. Please
e-mail Admin@savehomelessanimals.org with
any questions or assistance. Thank you!
SAVE is a non-profit exempt organization under
section 501(c)(3) of the United States Internal
Revenue Code; EIN # 22-6082741.
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