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Owning a Pet Gets Even Better with Age
Jill Van Tuyl, Director of Operations

Seniors Betsy Sperry and Willy

Some people have a soft spot for the puppies that make
adoption fees for senior citizens (65 years and older) who
their way to our shelter. For others, we melt over the
are willing to welcome one of our mature (8 years and
senior pets.These animals have known what it is like to
older) cats or dogs into their heart and home.
live in a home, to be spoiled with treats and belly rubs, to
Studies have shown that owning a pet can be physicalsleep with their person in a warm
ly and mentally beneficial for
bed. As much as we try to make it “Willy (formerly Mocha-) is heaven!!! people of all ages. In the case of
pleasant for them here, a shelter is
I can’t tell you what a happy addition senior citizens, “just 15 minutes
no substitute for a home.
to my life he is. He is sweet, comical, bonding with an animal sets
Adopters can be leery about
off a chemical chain reaction
loving and smart…I feel very lucky to in the brain, lowering levels of
adopting an older pet because they
have him! And I call him “Silly Willy” the fight-or-flight hormone,
don’t want to get attached and lose
most of the time”.
them, particularly if they’ve just lost
cortisol, and increasing produca pet. But this is the greatest gift
tion of the feel-good hormone,
you could give any animal and a fabulous testimony to the
serotonin. The result: heart rate, blood pressure and
memory of a beloved pet. Senior pets know that they’ve been stress levels immediately drop.”
given a gift and are grateful. Dogs are usually housetrained
• Pets ease pain.
already. Older cats have slowed down and are less destructive.
• Pets help seniors stick to a routine.
An older pet’s personality is already formed so you know
• Pets make people more sociable.
what you’re getting. And our time together is precious.
• Pets keep aging adults active.
SAVE, A Friend to Homeless Animals offers a “Seniors for
Seniors” program.Through this program, SAVE will waive Sources: Money.USNews.com, A Place for Mom.com, AgingCare.com
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THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT, WE DID IT!
2019 was our best year of adoptions. And YOU are an
integral part of SAVE’s ongoing success- whether you
Adopt,Volunteer, Foster, Donate, or spread the word,
you are helping save more lives.
We continue to build strong and positive relationships both within the state of NJ and beyond, including
the island of Puerto Rico which has a large number of
homeless dogs who often find themselves as the target
of abuse and neglect on an island that has been devastated by hurricanes and most recently, earthquakes. Each
homeless animal that arrives at SAVE is on their way to a
‘second chance’ at life. Don’t they all deserve that chance?
Every cat and dog is special, and then there are those
that literally grab your heart. Sometimes, they arrive
hurt or sick, are senior in age, heartbroken, or in poor
condition and that can bring out a variety of emotions.
It’s important to channel the emotion into a sense of
empowerment and hope. We cannot change their
past, but we can secure their bright future. I personally
struggled on this front while Marley was in our care –

his profound sadness
was almost deafening.
Watching him leave
SAVE with his adopter
was a moment of joy
and relief I will never
forget. I think we all
found ourselves leaving
SAVE that evening
feeling a little lighter,
brighter, and more
optimistic about the
world in which we live.
There will conHeather Achenbach
tinue to be homeless
Executive Director of SAVE,
animals, but SAVE is A Friend to Homeless Animals
fortunate to be in the (with her Johnny Castle).
hearts and minds of so
many people. With your love and support we will
continue to fulfill SAVE’s mission. WE CAN DO IT!
The journey to a forever home starts with YOU!

Mardi Paws
w
ws
Laissez les bon temp rouler!

SAVE’s Annual Gala Benefit is May 2nd!!
We hope you will join us and ‘let the good times roll’!
The Gala has been canceled in light of
the current Covid-19 health pandemic.
You can purchase your tickets online at www.savehomelessanimals.org

SAVE is a non-profit exempt organization
under section 501(c)(3) of the United States
Internal Revenue Code; EIN # 22-6082741.
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SAVE is Chosen for

The Jackson Galaxy Project’s
Life-Saving Cat Pawsitive Program

Save Alumni in Their Forever Homes

So many wonderful people have adopted a cat or dog this year and we love hearing from SAVE families
with updates and images of happy tails! When you adopt a pet from a shelter, you are not saving one life
but two: the pet you take home and the pet who takes their place.

Pawsome news for SAVE! The shelter has been

The Story of Marley
Using the Power of Social Media
to SAVE A LIFE...or LIVES

T

he fact that “more people own a mobile device than a toothbrush”* speaks volumes
about the incredible power social media holds. Social media platforms have served
to rally people for a cause and have inspired mass movements.With the ability to
reach a huge number of people, social media helps expand the world and provide a way for
like-minded communities to engage and share info. At SAVE, we used our social media tools
to urgently find a home for Marley, an 11-year old Hound/Shepherd mix.
Marley was adopted from SAVE in 2008 as a puppy. He grew up in a family home, but in 2019,
due to special circumstances beyond their control, the owners brought Marley back to SAVE.
After 11 years, Marley could not understand, nor could we explain to him, why he was
removed from a cozy home and brought to a shelter. The stress of this change had a profound
effect on Marley. He was heartbroken and depressed and began crying when left alone. The
staff brought Marley up to the front desk area for companionship during business hours. He
grew attached to a blue stuffed bunny and just lay around holding it – looking so sad.
We knew Marley desperately needed a new home – and with the help of our SAVE community via Facebook, Instagram and Twitter – a friend of Beth Parry shared the story about
Marley and Beth fell in love! She hurried to the shelter before another family fell in love
with Marley too.
“I swear it is as if we were meant to be a family, said Beth of Marley,...just needed the
past to unfold leading us to this moment in time. I have often said to others I am one
of the luckiest ladies in the world...Marley choosing me is proof once again. My forever
thanks”. Beth also told us - “When we walked up to Boro hall for a license Thursday,
the office ladies already knew Marley...from Facebook...!”
The social media posts about Marley captivated our community – to date, the story of Marley is the most ‘liked’,‘shared’,‘commented’ and successful SAVE post ever! Our average post
receives about 80 likes – the Marley story- 679! Plus 267 comments and 1,700 shares!
Social Media Success at SAVE = A Forever Home for a Furry Friend!

* Quantumrun Forecasting

Marley at home
Marley
before...
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selected for an innovative training program to increase
cat adoptions. Cat Pawsitive is a life-saving initiative that
introduces positive-reinforcement training to cats in shelters and rescues. Supported by the Petco Foundation, the
training program for cats aims to increase feline adoption
rates and maintain cat “mojo.”
Jackson Galaxy (star of the television show My Cat
from Hell on Animal Planet, and founder of JGP) developed Cat Pawsitive with a team of feline behavior
experts.
The Cat Pawsitive program is designed to keep
adoptable cats mentally and physically active in a
shelter or rescue environment. The focus is on fun,
positive reinforcement-based training sessions that
go beyond playtime-as-usual to help cats maintain
their mojo and connect more quickly with potential
adopters. From teaching high fives and head bumps to
“sit” and “come when called,” the team at SAVE will
engage with cats in a brand new way to really help
cats to “click” with adopters.

Nash, a former foster,
likes
to feel the wind in his
ears!
Adopted by The Halbe
isen Family

The Juhasz family shared a
picture of Lexi relaxing in the
sun after playing ball.

Luna played Santa this year!
Adopted by Chris & Kara Cruz
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Very sweet and mellow Bucky
loves his coffee! And his adopted
family -The Hellers

Beautiful Bella
in her own
PJ’s! Adopted
by Brandon,
Idrissa &
Chewy (the cat)
Muhammadi

Princess Liloo
living her best
life.
Adopted by Si
mon Morrison
Front L to R: Sier
ra,
Salina, Patty.
Back L to R: Rene
e,
Marine, George

PAWS for Reading
You can make a
difference in the lives
of SAVE’s animals by
reading books to them.
Paws for Reading, a
program established
by SAVE volunteers
Pam Diaforli and Dana
Schaar, gives young
students the opporPenelope the pu
p is spellbound
tunity to effectively
by Becket’s read
ing!
interact with the cats
and dogs in the shelter.This reading program
is an excellent way to relax and socialize the animals,
making them more adaptable and adoptable. We allow
children up to 13 years of age to participate in our Paws
for Reading program. For more information, please
contact SAVEPawsForReading@gmail.com

n special
Zanche has her ow
e is good.
Lif
.
ing
quilt for napp
Smith
Adopted by J.C.

Moose graduated from his
Basic Training course. Adopted
by Michelle and Bart Dose

Rocko and W
izard are be
st buds and
doing great!
Adopted by
Brianna &
Bryce Carri

e,
VE alumni, Saltin
Siblings, and SA
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n
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Milo, Brandi, an
gy. Adopted by
with cousin cat Zig
ne Gilbard
uli
Zoë, Scott, & Pa

Dispelling the
Outdoor vs
Indoor Cat
Myth
We often hear
from potential
adopters that
they plan to
let their newly
adopted cats or kittens
outside. Many times
the reason given is
that it’s a quality of life issue and
they feel as if the cat would be
missing out somehow. The truth
is that cats can lead very fulfilling and safe lives indoors!
Outdoor cats can become
victims of human cruelty as they
can be considered by some as a
nuisance. They can be attacked
by feral (wild) cats and therefore
be exposed to diseases such as
FIV, FeLV and rabies – often fatal
diseases. They can be hit by cars
or chased and tormented by
dogs or wildlife. Outdoor cats
also pose a danger to birds and
other small animals.
Most of our cats and kittens at
SAVE have been rescued off the
streets by local animal control
officers. We don’t rescue them
from the inherent dangers of the
streets only to put them back in
harm’s way.
Indoor cats don’t lead lesser
lives, they lead safer lives. The
consensus among veterinarians
and organizations such as the
American Veterinary Medical
Association (AVMA) is that it’s
wiser to keep cats indoors. As
evidence, indoor cats live longer
than their outdoor counterparts.
Cats who are kept indoors can
reach the ripe old age of 17 or
more years, whereas outdoor
cats live an average of just two
to five years. Cat trees, toys,
interaction with other pets, open
windows, etc. all take the place
of the great outdoors minus the
dangers. Create the purrfect
indoor environment for your cat
and they will have no reason to
think the outdoors is so ‘great’
‘great’. 

Sissi is too cute for
words! Adopted by
Emily & Jorge Corona

Vega is settling in wi
th furry siblings an
d
humans! Adopted
by Dana Britton
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