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IT FEELS IMPOSSIBLE NOT TO MENTION THE CURRENT PAN-
DEMIC WHEN REFLECTING ON THE PAST 6 MONTHS.  It’s impacted 
everyone, personally and professionally, in ways that are too numerous to count.  
At SAVE, we � rst struggled with the fear of ‘what if ’.  There were many of 
these but the big question was ‘what if ’ we aren’t permitted to stay open and 
continue � nding homes for the cats and dogs in the shelter?  We never imag-
ined that we would not only remain open (by appointment only for approved 
adopters), but we would experience pandemonium. Pandemic Puppy Pandemoni-
um to be exact!  

Homeless pets are de� nitely winning during COVID.  SAVE was 
inundated with phone calls and adoption applications especially for puppies 
after the ‘shelter at home’ order extended beyond two weeks.  At its peak, we 
received 300 applications in just 2 days!  We virtually cleared a full shelter of 
puppies and dogs at least four times.  In addition to numerous kittens, most of 
our adult cats, including every senior and bonded pair, were adopted .  One 
thing that has been reinforced during COVID-19, is how powerful the trans-
formational and unconditional love of a pet is, especially during challenging 
times. They are a source of comfort, joy, and companionship. 

These are surely uncertain times, but one thing we do know for certain is 
there will continue to be homeless animals who need our help.  

SAVE is again experiencing the usual Summer and Fall warm weather 
increase in cat/kitten and dog intake. There is also concern about current eco-
nomic pressures impacting families and their ability to keep their pets.  While 
we are ready to take in these pets, we do not want to see this happen and will 
strive to identify opportunities and solutions to keep pets with their people and 
keep our focus on truly homeless and abandoned animals as best we can.

To that end, I THANK YOU all for continuing to support SAVE and our 
mission.  We could not do what we do without you.  Please consider becoming 
a Faithful Friend of SAVE.  We need you now more than ever!

Heather Achenbach
Executive Director of SAVE, A 
Friend to Homeless Animals with 
Johnny Castle who crossed the 
rainbow bridge May 23, 2020.  
Adopted from SAVE in 2011.

VOLUNTEER          DONATE          ADOPT

SAVE THE DATE
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While people adjust to working from home, many are 
discovering that even though they’re out of the o�  ce, 
they still have “coworkers” to keep them company 
throughout the day: their pets! 

Ringo does the fi ling

Firefl y on 
lunch break

Fez logs into a 
Zoom meeting

Aries, 
SAVE’s 
house cat, 
turns the 
pages (Aries 
is available 
for adoption)

Olivia taking 
dictation

Penny waiting (not) 
so patiently for 
afternoon break

There’s a very practical reason SAVE is asking you 

to consider becoming a monthly donor: stability.  

Every gift is very important to the shelter; however, 

recurring donations provide the shelter with a reliable 

revenue stream throughout the year. 

When you become a ‘Faithful Friend of SAVE’,
you join a dedicated community of people who support 

homeless cats and dogs in the shelter every month.  Your 

ongoing support provides these animals with food, med-

ical care and hope for a second chance at life and love.    

For instance, a gift of $20 has a signifi cant impact 

- it can provide a very basic need - food for a cat 

or dog in the shelter for 1 month! Imagine how many 

lives you will change in one year!  

Become a ‘Faithful Friend of SAVE’
We hope you will consider becoming a Faithful 
Friend of SAVE. It’s easy!  

To start your monthly giving today, please visit the dona-

tion page on our website SaveHomelessAnimals.org/donate.  

Or call the business offi ce at 609-309-5214 ext. 203 if you 

have any questions or need help setting up your donation.

you join a dedicated community of people who support 

homeless cats and dogs in the shelter every month.  Your 

ongoing support provides these animals with food, med-

ical care and hope for a second chance at life and love.    

For instance, a gift of $20 has a signifi cant impact 

 for a cat 

or dog in the shelter for 1 month! Imagine how many 

have any questions or need help setting up your donation.

We do fl ips for sustaining gifts!
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Each Kitten Season, SAVE is in need of magic-makers.  We receive 
hundreds of kittens from the local community every year during 
‘kitten season’ and we couldn’t do it without fosters.  Every single 
kitten that makes their way to SAVE needs a foster home from a 
few days to a few weeks depending on their age and health.  These 
are fosters who can take semi-feral or sick homeless kittens and 
turn them into healthy and highly adoptable little purr machines. 

Cats/Kittens that may need help include: 
• Bottle babies requiring feeding every 2 hours, 
• Moms with their babies
• Sick kittens, and
•  Shy/nervous/scared kittens requiring signi� cant socialization
•  Kittens in foster must come to SAVE to see the foster

coordinator & SAVE veterinarian regularly. 

If you are interested in fostering, please email 
foster@savehomelessanimals.org. All medical care 
and supplies are provided by SAVE. Our foster coordinator, 
Sierra, is here to answer any questions you may have. 
Serious and available fosters only please.

Help Little Orphans 
During Kitten SeasonPet Adoption Matchmaking

At SAVE, we feel 
strongly that our 
jobs are not only 
to get animals 
adopted, but to 
make the right 
match. Some-
times we can see 
something that 
the prospective 
adopter may not 
because they are 
too emotionally 
invested in the 
outcome. Most 
of the time, we make the right call. There 
are occasions, however, that despite our 
best e� orts the adoption is not a success.

Oftentimes, it isn’t anyone’s fault. An 
animal’s needs and personality may be 
di� erent in a stressful, arti� cial environment 
like a shelter. Once settled into a new home, 
they can get comfortable and their ‘true self ’ 
emerges. Maybe they are more outgoing, 
energetic or are very timid and unsure in a 
new environment. Sometimes the adopter 
simply didn’t realize the extent of the com-
mitment and is no longer comfortable with 
the amount of work and e� ort required. 

It is often di�  cult for sta�  to not take 
it personally when an animal is returned. 

We are invested 
in an animal’s 
wellbeing and 
cannot help but 
be disappointed 
when it isn’t the 
outcome we had 
hoped. But we’ve 
also witnessed 
the heartache this 
causes the adopt-
er when it isn’t 
the best match. 

We use tools 
such as the 

adoption application to get a sense of 
the adopter, the amount of experience 
individuals have with pet ownership, and 
the personality and needs of the pet. The 
sta�  spends a signi� cant amount of time 
with adopters in trying to get to know 
them so we can help them with their 
decision making. Fortunately, our success-
ful adoptions far exceed the small number 
of animals that are returned to SAVE. It 
makes our day when we receive ‘happily 
ever after’ stories.

At SAVE, our adopters are family! 
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SAVE Alumni 
Play Date in the 
Park. L to R- 
Ziggy, Jimmy 
and Patch. 
Adopted by 
Dan, Steve & 
Ayako

Bing and Marshi taking a catnap. 
Adopted by Nicola Copeland

Pedro living the good life.
Adopted by Ellen Gaynor

Dodger monitors handwash-
ing in the house. Adopted by 
Sue and Ken Ruocco

Pete and Repete doing the 
sibling cuddle. Adopted by 
Lois Ullman

Coco and Latte love their
new home and each other!
Adopted by The Ahn Family

Lacey loves play time.
Adopted by Emily Meeks

Coraline keeping an eye on

things,  Adopted by Sarah Viola

Jax claims the pillow, the blanket 
and the bed. Adopted by Olga & 
Ray Kelerikh

Pretty Poppy on her favorite perch.
Adopted by The Henkes Family

Rocko and Wizard are best budsand doing great! Adopted byBrianna &  Bryce Carri

Ace takes his coffee ‘to go’.

Adopted by Jessica Golem-

biewski and Tyler Pomarico

Save Alumni in Their Forever Homes
So many wonderful people have adopted a cat or dog this year and we love hearing from SAVE families 
with updates and images of happy tails!  When you adopt a pet from a shelter, you are not saving one life 
but two: the pet you take home and the pet who takes their place.
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Serious and available fosters only please.

SAVE is looking to build a network of foster 
homes ‘at the ready’ for our special dogs in need.  
Many of the dogs who make their way to SAVE 
are able to � nd a home within 1-3 weeks and do 
not need a foster home.  But when we do need 
a foster home for a dog, we need it urgently and 
these homes must have prior dog experience.  

Special need situations may include:
•  a home without other dogs, cats, or children
• a quiet home
•  ability to take in a sick dog (and no other dogs)
•  a weekend getaway so  you can help SAVE

get to know a dog better in a home setting. 
And perhaps take some ‘at home’ pics

If you are serious and available for this type 
of dog foster, please send an email to
foster@savehomelessanimals.org.

Fostering Special Dogs in Need
Hannah is a perfect example of the 
type of dog who needs a foster.
She is an almost 3 year old boxer/pit bull mix and an absolute 

dream with people. She loves everyone and will melt into you. 

Hannah is well behaved in a home and has good manners. Her 

challenge is that she can clear a 6 foot fence trying to get to 

another dog and must be on a leash or lead even in a fenced 

yard.  It’s not that she doesn’t like other dogs, but she doesn’t 

like when she can’t see them or get to them and will take 

matters into her own hands with a single high jump.  We also 

don’t recommend that Hannah lives with another dog.  Hannah 

is very sensitive and does not do well at the shelter, so it was 

imperative that we fi nd the appropriate home setting for her 

to decompress while awaiting her forever home. Fortunately, 

Hannah has a great foster who has the ability to care for her 

until her people come along. Hannah is available for adoption!  

Could her forever home be yours?

A supermutt is a mixed breed dog 

that has characteristics of more than 

3 types of breeds. They’re so mixed 

you can’t tell what breed of dog it is!

Some dogs descend from other 

dogs that were themselves mixed 

breed. These other dogs can give small 

contributions to the ancestry of your 

dog, so small that they are no longer 

recognizable as any one particular 

breed. This small portion is commonly 

referred to as “supermutt.”

We like to think it 
confers super powers!

Supermutts

What To Do When You Find a 
Stray Cat or Dog
If you fi nd a stray cat or dog or any 

other type of animal, please DO NOT 

bring them directly to SAVE or 
any other animal shelter. If you 

fi nd a stray animal, please contact 

your local police department, health 

department or animal control offi cer.

Every town has contracts with 

different animal shelters or animal 

hospitals to hold their strays.

This is particularly important if the 

animal is injured so that the animal 

control offi cer can quickly get the 

animal to a veterinarian.

If you encounter an injured or 

scared pet, it is best to let the animal 

control offi cer handle the pet. Injured, 

scared or cornered pets may bite.
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