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Americans adopted millions of pets 
during the pandemic.   It seemed 
wonderful but the big question was 
what would happen next?  2021 saw 
a screeching halt in national adoption 
numbers.  In 2022, a moderate in-
crease in adoptions has been far out-
weighed by an increase in dogs and 
cats entering the shelter and staying 
with us for longer periods of time.  

Other shelters are seeing the same 
and reports indicate this as a result of 
the current economy.  Many people 
are simply experiencing uncertain-
ties, including job changes, financial 
hardship, and housing challenges.  
The pets they once pampered during 
the pandemic are now caught in the 
undertow.   The shelter is FULL.  
Each time a space opens, it is filled 
with another pet in need.  

At one point this summer, we had 
over 100 kittens in our care alone!  At 
the same time, the reclaim rate for 
lost dogs arriving from animal control 
also went down.  Young dogs ages 1-2, 
senior dogs, and even purebreds have 
filled the shelter.  These dogs are often 
lacking in proper diet, grooming, veter-
inary care, and sometimes training.  This 
is what SAVE’s mission is all about - the 
rehabilitation and successful placement 
of treatable and adoptable animals de-
serving of their second chance.

SAVE does not receive funding at 
the local, state, or federal level.  We must 
raise 100% of the funds needed to take 
in animals in need.  When you contrib-
ute to SAVE, you are making a life-sav-
ing and life-changing difference in the 
lives of homeless animals.  The journey 
to a forever home starts with you.
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INSIGHTS FROM THE E.D.

Fostering - A Temporary Commitment 
with Permanent Rewards 

Heather Achenbach, Executive 
Director of SAVE, with her 
adopted pups, Dalton and Rocky

As the Executive Director of SAVE, I am also a volunteer, foster, adopter, and donor.  

In late August, animal control brought us a lost senior Pomeranian with a tumor on his 

neck the size of a tennis ball.   Though his tumor was well-hidden by his cream-colored 

mane, we could also see he was emaciated.  Was it from the tumor, which was likely 

cancerous, or from neglect?  We didn’t know.  No owner came forward to claim him, 

so we named him Trevor.   

It broke my heart to see him sadly waiting in his kennel. Many of you know, I have 2 

small dogs.  It was Labor Day weekend.  I took him out for the day and when it was time to 

bring him back to the shelter, I decided to bring him home.  My boys immediately accepted 

him into the fold.  X-rays and a visit to the oncologist revealed his cancer was inoperable 

and widespread.  I officially had a foster/hospice ‘fospice’ dog.   Trevor spent 3 love-filled 

weeks as a part of our family.  The dogs and I mourned his 

passing as if he’d been with us our entire lives.  I let him go,  

not without tears, but without regret.  

This labor of love wasn’t just mine and included SAVE staff 

and volunteers as well as my own family and friends.  Trevor 

did not deserve to spend his last days homeless.  It was my 

honor and privilege to care for Trevor in his final days.  

Some of the most valuable lifesaving work isn’t just 

happening in the shelter. It’s happening in our foster 

homes.  Fostering animals is, simply put, saving lives. 

When you become a foster parent, you volunteer to keep 

a shelter pet in your home temporarily.  For many animals, 

the shelter can be stressful. And there’s nothing like the love 

and warmth of a home!

You’ll be saving more than one life. Every time a shelter animal is able to leave for a fos-

ter home, space is created for another deserving homeless pet who needs a second chance.

Candy Cane, pictured at her 

adoption with foster Jenna (L) 

and adopter Brian (R)

VOLUNTEER          DONATE          ADOPT          FOSTER
www.SaveHomelessAnimals.org

Bootsie in foster with 
Meredith and Chris

The folks from Ultimutt Cuts grooming 

our shelter pups 

InMotion Fitness and Wellness  

Fundraiser with popular  

adoptable dog Winter

Princeton Pooches on Patrol- Animal Control  Officers, Princeton Police Officers and Mayor Freda

SAVE Trustee Cindy Johnson decorating 
the SAVE tree at Morven Museum & Gar-
den’Festival of Trees’. Open Nov 16-Jan 8

Rossmoor Charity Exchange Community Fundraiser

SAVE Executive 
Director Heather 
with winners of 
the Tigers Tale 
Stein Hoisting 
fundraiser 
contest

Dogtopia Trunk or Treat

Heather with her foster Trevor
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Morehouse Engineering
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Services, LLC
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Princeton Orthopaedic Associates
Princeton Fitness & Wellness
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Rotary Club of Montgomery-Rocky Hill
S&P Global

SB Dental Studio LLC
Select Stationery & Invitations
Soap A Go-Go
Sourland Mountain Spirits 
Spiniello Companies
Spoor Behrins Campbell & Young 
Securities Corp.
State Farm
Sweet Gourmet Cafe LLC
T and T Pet Supply
Taiho Oncology, Inc.
The Tiger’s Tale
United Airlines
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Wells Fargo Community Support 
Campaign
Whole Earth Center, Inc.
Woodwinds Associates
WorkWave
Zynga
BHHS Fox & Roach Realtors
Educational Testing Service
Facebook Fundraising
Milholland & Olson, Inc.
Network for Good

VAN UPDATE: After a year of fundraising and 
waiting due to supply chain delays, Board of 
Trustee President Jeff Behm and SAVE Execu-
tive Director Heather Achenbach happily pick 
up our new transport van. With this vehicle, 
we will be able to safely transport double the 
number of cats & dogs to SAVE! Thank you to 
all the donors who made this possible.

SAVE has a  
NEW set of wheels!

SAVE Announces Addition of a New Staff Member  

Jack Griffin joined SAVE in October 2022. 
He has been working in animal welfare for over 
twelve years and discovered his passion while 
volunteering as a dog walker. 
He has held various positions 
in animal sheltering and most 
recently the Director of Shel-
ter Operations for a facility 
located in the Philadelphia 
area. Jack continues to volun-
teer time with Big East Akita 
Rescue, the organization 
where he adopted his current 
dog, Hudson. Jack holds a BA 
in Criminal Justice from Penn 
State University.

The Director of Shel-
ter Operations at SAVE, A 
Friend to Homeless Animals 
is primarily responsible for the 
management of daily shelter 
operations, including super-
visory and training of shelter 
personnel, coordination and supervision of the 
animal care, adoptions, record-keeping, and en-
suring high quality customer service is provided 
to the public by all staff and volunteers. 

“My first order of business has been to meet 
with every single staff member in order to 
understand not only how they feel about the 

work they do here at SAVE but also to get a 
handle on what every employee sees as their 
biggest challenge. He added, “These meetings 

and weekly check-ins 
have provided not only 
a wealth of feedback but 
has made me really proud 
of all of the staff, the 
work they do, and the 
abundance of care that 
they have for each and 
every animal at SAVE”. 

Lastly, Jack adds, “the 
reality is that everything 
that happens inside the 
shelter is my responsi-
bility. From the smallest 
of tasks to the largest it 
is my job to make sure 
all of it is being done 
appropriately, in a timely 
fashion, and to the best 

of our abilities. Griffin 
said, “SAVE offered me a unique opportunity. 
The ability to not only continue to increase my 
responsibilities but also the support to continue 
to grow my career in animal welfare. I feel like 
not only was I a good fit for the organization 
but SAVE was the right fit for me”.

Dori adopted by The Ordner- 

Mastrosimone family

Leonardo lounging in the sume, 
Adopted by Marina Naumann

Blossom eager to help, Adopted 
by Nicole Palmarozza

Kirby is a perky, happy pup. 
Adopted by Patricia Weiss

Skipper keeping an eye on the family ducks. Adopte by The Viggiano family

Duchess-elegant, just like her 
name. Adopted by Amy Wang Dana enjoying the sunset in the park. 

Adopted by The Fuerman family

Save Alumni in Their Forever Homes
So many wonderful people have adopted a cat or dog this year and we love hearing from SAVE families with updates and images of happy tails! When you 
adopt a pet from a shelter, you are not saving one life but two: the pet you take home and the pet who takes their place.

Playful Dorito ready to play.Adopted by The Hoover family
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A Special Thank You to the Businesses that Support SAVE

Jack Griffin with his Akita, Hudson

Jazz is a very happy 

hound! Adopted by The 

Traversa family Monkey and Rae are best of friends. Adopted by The Michelson family

Zoe celebrating her 1 year 
adoptaversary in style! Adopted by 
The Saraco family

Maggie in her favorite spot.   

Adopted by Rob and Dottie Staats

Remember Pecan, the Little Pittie Who Could?
She is Now Daisy – a Beloved Member of the Ban Family 
In July 2019, Pecan was found, 
rescued and brought to SAVE. 
Discarded like a piece of trash and 
left to fend for herself in a junk yard. 
Her bed was an abandoned mattress 
and trees were her only shelter from 
the harsh summer sun. Her first day 
in the shelter, she was crouched low 
to the ground in the back of her 
kennel, growling and trembling. Her 
eyes were shifting back and forth 
-untrusting. A derogatory term had 
been carved into her side. She had 
obviously been used for breeding 
and then discarded when she was no 
longer needed. We earned her trust 
and she ours.

Now named Daisy, she was 
adopted by The Ban family and 
recently celebrated her 3-year 
‘Adoptaversary’. 

Pecan’s story tugged at the heart of 
Sasha Ban and her parents, Vladimir 

and Edith. The family saw her joy 
and playful spirit beneath the scars 
– it was love at first sight. She was 
adopted and given a new name to 
go with her new life. Daisy’s humans 
invested in a professional dog trainer 
and together they helped Daisy to 
be the best dog she can be. She is 
thriving, happy and confident and 
importantly, she is a member of a 
great family.

The Ban Family sent us a 3-year 
update and pictures. “Daisy is so 
joyful and such a good listener! She 
is a wonderful, affectionate dog who 
has brought so much joy, love, and 
laughter into our family’s lives. She 
continues to love food, going for car 
rides and walks, snuggling on the 
couch with her humans’ slippers, and 
rolling in the grass.” 

‘Pecan’ when she arrived at SAVE

Daisy is living  her best life now!


